Raven Vocabulary
pondered = thought
lore = story
rapping = knocking
muttered = said
bleak = sad, black and cold
ember = burning piece of wood glowing orange
wrought = presented
morrow = the next day
maiden = woman, girl

rustling = movement that makes noise
entreating = asking for

implore = ask for
scarce = hardly

peering = looking into
gave no token = gave no sign

window lattice = frame around the window

flung = threw open
flutter = movement of wings, noise
stately = magnificent
obeisance = gesture of deference, respect
mien = manner of
perched = how a bird sits

beguiling = charming
countenance = bearing, manner
crest = head
thou = old English for you
art = are
craven = cowardly, mean-spirited
thy = old English for your

marveled = was surprised
ungainly = ugly
fowl = bird
discourse = speech
bore = contained, had

placid = peaceful
uttered = said

aptly = well
stock and store = repeated phrase
dirges = sad songs

betook = moved myself
fancy = here used as noun meaning imagined story, thought
yore = from the past
croaking = the sound a frog makes, usually a very ugly sound coming from the throat

bosom = chest, heart
divinig = guessing

methought = old English for "I thought"
censer = a container for burning incense
wretch = horrible person
hath = old English for has
thee = old English for you
respite = rest from
nepenthe = a drug providing a way of forgetting something
quaff = drink quickly or recklessly
Quoth = quoted

Tempter = Satan
tempest = storm
balm = liquid that eases pain
Gilead = biblical reference

parting = separation, leaving
fiend = monster
shrieked = shouted, screamed
plume = type of feather
quit = leave

flitting = moving
pallid = pale

Balsam of Mecca (or balsam of Gilead or balm of Gilead) is a resinous gum of the tree native to southern Arabia and also naturalized, in ancient and again in modern times, in ancient Judea/Palestine/Israel. The most famous site of balsam production in the region was the Jewish town of Ein Gedi. The resin was valued in medicine and perfume in ancient Greece and the Roman Empire. 
"Balm of Gilead" is mentioned in Edgar Allan Poe's poem "The Raven". The character believes that the "balm in Gilead" can heal his broken heart, because he is lamenting for the death of his love, Lenore.

narrator
Definition:A person telling a story
Context:The voice of the narrator can determine how a reader interprets a story.

first-person narrative
Definition:A form of writing in which the story is told from the perspective of a character in the storyContext:In a first-person narrative, a story's character refers to himself or herself as "I."

third-person narrative 
Definition:A form of writing in which the story is told from an omniscient point of view; all characters are referred to as "he" or "she."
Context:In a story written in the third-person narrative, a reader may see into the thoughts of different characters.

plot 
Definition:The sequence of events that make up a literary work; the structure of the story
Context:The plot of "The Tell-Tale Heart" ends with the narrator confessing his crime.

setting 
Definition:The background (as time and place) of the action of a story or play
Context:Many of Poe's short stories and poems have a dark and foreboding setting.

Gothic 
Definition:A style of literature style emphasizing the grotesque, mysterious, and desolate.
Context:Edgar Allan Poe is considered an author of Gothic literature.

Be on the lookout for:

Alliteration - the repetition of consonant sounds, usually at the beginning of words. 

Assonance - the repetition of vowel sounds, usually within words. 

Internal rhyme - the rhyming of words within a line of poetry, not just at the end of the lines.

